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The Conclusion and Implementation of EU Free Trade

Agreements

Constitutional Challenges

Edited by Isabelle Bosse-Platière and Cécile Rapoport, University of Rennes 1,

France

This timely book gives an overview of the main legal issues the EU faces in

negotiating, concluding and implementing so-called ‘New Generation’ Free

Trade Agreements. Featuring contributions by international specialists on EU

external action, this book demonstrates why these FTAs have become

challenging for the EU, as well as analysing how the EU has dealt with its

institutional constraints, and addresses contemporary debates and future

challenges for EU institutions and Member States.

‘This book could not come at a more appropriate time. New trade agreements between the EU and major

trading partners around the world are giving rise to important questions about trade policy and the

relationship between EU and international law. Opinions of the EU Court of Justice are proving

controversial, and legal difficulties surround attempts by the UK to contemplate its own trade deals. This

book’s penetrating and well argued discussions of these issues by European experts could not be more

topical or more relevant.’

– Sir Francis Jacobs, King's College London, UK

‘This publication, edited by Professor Isabelle Bosse-Platière and Professor Cécile Rapoport, is the first of a

series of three volumes being prepared within the LawTTIP Jean Monnet Network of the University of

Bologna, King’s College, London and the University of Rennes I. It could not come at a more timely

moment. In recent years, and notwithstanding the suspension of the negotiations on the bilateral trade and

investment agreement between the EU and the US, a particularly complex labyrinth of bilateral Free Trade

Agreements has been established with a variety of important partners of the EU in the world. While this

unprecedented development, no doubt, is a demonstration of the dynamic character of the EU’s external

trade policy, it also gives rise to important constitutional and even existential questions. For the first time, a

comprehensive legal analysis of this recent practice is now being made available, and every practitioner and

scholar in EU external relations will benefit enormously from the immense in-depth research which has been

undertaken.’

– Marc Maresceau, Ghent University, Belgium
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